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THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER. 




Rock Finish on exterior and interior wood finishing 
and with which our readers have been made familiar 
by former trade items and the advertisements of the 
manufacturers, the Watts De Golyer Co.,of Chicago, 
who have abundant reason to feel proud of their 
Rock Varnishes, and especially of their success in 
the critical and exacting Eastern market. 



THE FtEXIFOLD DOOR AND SHUTTER CO. 

A 8 an application of the Flexifold door to furnr- 
** ture we herewith present our readers with an 
illustration of the Flexifold door applied tea ward- 
robe, the total width of pocket space required being 
only three inches. This ingenious piece of mechan- 
ism doe6 away with the door swinging ii,to the 
room, which is a heavy, cumbersome space, occupy- 
ing and unsightly method of hanging doore on a 
wardrobe. These doors are made of cherry, oak, 
birch, ash, maple, whitewood, mahogany and wal- 



NEW JERSEY CAR SPRING AND RUBBER 
CO. 

'"THE demand for rubber mats and mattings is 
* increasing every year, and the New Jersey 
Car Spring and Rubber Co. has given especial atten- 
tion to these lines of goods, which for assortment 
and quality take the lead. In addition to their illus- 
trated catalogue, they have just issued an illustrated 
show card exhibiting the more salable lines, while 
on the back ' of the card are list* of all the articles 
illustrated. They show new designs of perforated 
mats, with names, signatures and monograms, cor- 
rugated matting in all shapes and sizes, rubber 
comb mats* corrugated dentists' andbarbers' mats, 
pyramid matting, new style, solid back rub- 
ber mats, corrugated stair treads, etc., etc. It 
must be said that rubber matting,, of all kinds, 
is one of the most useful inventions ever devised. 
Its cleanliness, softnessof tread, artistic appearance, 
flexibilry, safety and its almost indestructible dura- 
bility give it a value far above almost any other 




The Flexible Door applied to Wardrobes. 



nut, so that any wardrobe of this description can be 
fitted with a door of the same wood as the wardrobe 
itself. Of course the doors can be finished in any 
color necessary, as well as in natural woods. The 
door is simplicity itself in construction, the princi- 
ple being one that wastes no space, and will prevent 
doors from slamming, sticking, blowing open, 
squeezing the baby's fingers, or getting out of 
order. They are stronger than the ordinary panel 
door. 

The Flexifold doors, Flexifold inside blindp, and 
the Flexifold doors and partitions of the Company 
are made at their factory at Worcester, Ma68., the 
head office of the firm being at 166 Devonshire St., 
Boston, Mass. On sending a letter to the Company 
they -will, on request, send a sample showing the 
construction, and also a catalogue illustrating the 
various kinds of doors made by them and their 
method of action. 



material of which matting is constructed'. Catalogues 
and show cards can be had on application to the 
company, Jersey City, N. J. 



IiITEBABY NOTICES. 

""THE DOWNFALL," by M. E. Zola, is a transla- 
* tion of the latest work from the pen of this 
noted French author. The book is, in a measure, a 
history of the Franco-Prussian war, which is viewed 
from the standpoint of a corporal's squad, which 
n.eets with all the privations and horrors that fall 
upon the unfortunate private in all battles. The 
vanity of the French officers in believing the French 
army invulnerable, the importance of the Emperor, 
and the irresistible march of the Prussians are 
vividly described ; but most terrible of all are the 
descriptions of the charge of the French battalions 



with splendid, but useless courage, upon the 
Prussian guns. Most piteous are the descriptions 
.of the carnage of each succeeding battle, and the 
abomination of desolation piled high upon each 
bloody field. All the realism of war is vividly de- 
scribed—the anguish of the expiring soldiers, the 
flying ambulances, the tangled mass of living and 
dead, the broken limbs, the gaping wounds, the 
torrents of blood — all the sickening details of tor- 
ture and death in a thousand shapes. Then come 
descriptions of the hospital scenes, where the air is 
laden with the odor of mortifying fifth ; where lie 
the uuhappy victims of the struggle, with ashen, 
clayey faceSj their strength all gone, reduced to 
skeletons, and suffering the tortures of the damned. 
The publication of such a book should lead civil- 
ized nations to pause and consider if men were born 
to 6uffer such butchery as this. Let us hope the 
day will soon arrive when international arbitration 
will take the place of 6uch sanguinary appeals to 
arms, and a higher humanity deliver the nations 
from such frightful savagery. 

Published by the Cassell Publishing Company, 
New York. Price fifty cents. 

Worthihgton Co., of 747 Broadway, New York, 
announce for immediate publication as No. 28 in 
their International Library the Heiress : By Henri 
G-reville. Translated by Emma C. Hewitt and Julien 
Colmar. Illustrated with photogravures. 1 vol., 12 
mo., paper, 75 cents. One-half Rox., $t 25. 

Unquestionably this i6 one of the liveliest of recent 
French novels from the pen of Henri Greville, one 
of the foremost writers of the century. The book 
possesses the remarkable qualities of purity, origi- 
nality, imagination and knowledge of mankind, and 
while it is a delightful bit of fiction, it charms also 
by its style, for it is written with that surprising 
facility and freshness of expression which has made 
Greville's name a household word among cultivated 
readers. The character of the heroine, Marcelline 
Lematroy, the daughter of a naval officer, is par- 
ticularly attractive. 

They also announce for immediate publication as 
No. 2 in their Fair Library, The Hand of Destiny : 
By Ossip Schubin. Translated by Mary A. Robin- 
son. 1 vol., 12 mo., paper. 

This is a really captivating novel, light and dainty 
in touch, told with the same quaint humor, tender- 
ness and skill that has made her " Asbein " and 
other stories so universally popular. It is a keen 
aud truthful analysis of modern Roman society, and 
abounds in brilliant scenes in which breath and 
vigor of treatment are harmoniously blended with 
exquisite delicacy of detail. 

The most forcible appeal that has yet been 
made in behalf of Mrs. Maybrick will appear in The 
North American Review for September, under the 
title ''An Open Letter to Her Majesty, the Queen." 
It is written by Gail Hamilton, and makes public for 
the first time other previous petitions of great 
weight. 

Don Joan S. Attwell, of the Argentine Le- 
gation at Washington, contribute? a very val- 
uable and comprehensive paper on "The Argen- 
tine Republic " to the August New England Maga- 
zine. It is beautifully illustrated from photographs 
taken specially for the purpose. It is the best ex- 
position of the progress in education, commerce, 
and refinement of the republic' 

A Characteristic fact of modern French art 
that impresses itself forcibly upon all observers of 
its modern expression is thus clearly stated by Mr. 
W. C. Brownwell in an article on "French Art- 
Classical Painting," in the September Scribner : 

" More than that of any modern people French 
art is a national expression. It epitomises very de- 
finitely the national Aesthetic judgment and feeling, 
and if its manifestations are even more varied than 
are elsewhere to be met with, they share a certain 
character that is very salient. Of almost any French 
picture or statue of any modern epoch one's first 
thought is that it is French. The national quite 
overshadows the personal quality." 




No? 



DecoratiYe 

Fabrics. 

Autumn, 1 892. 

We invite attention to our New 
Importations of European Novelties 
for Wall and Furniture Covering:. 

Brocatelles, Tapestries in Silk 
and Metal, Silk and Wool, and 
Wool. 

Satin Damasks to conform to the 
present style of interior decorations 
in Rococo, Louis XV. and XVI., 
Empire, and Renaissance. 

Satin Plushes, Plain Satins, 
and Armures in a wide range of 
style and price. 

Lace Curtains in every grade. 

The Oldham Mills Soft Drapery 
Silks in all the newest colorings. 

Cretonnes in attractive designs. 

Inexpensive Stuffs in great variety. 

Samples, Drawings and Estimates 
on request. 

W.&J. SLOANE, 
Broadway, 18th & 19th Sts., 

New York. 



A CHAPTER ON LIES. 

Rabbi Solomon Schindler, the brilliaut Boston 
scholar, has contributed a most interesting paper 
to a recent issue of the Arena on lying, in which he 
takes the new realistic story, " Who Lies," as a 
text. 

It may appear tautological to speak of the 
"purpose " and the " motive" of a literary work in 
one breath ; still there is a slight distinction be- 
tween the two, and this distinction separates the 
former idealistic school of novel writers from the 
modern realistic school. It would be unjust to 6ay 
that writers like Sir Walter Scott, Eugene Sue, 



Alexander Dumas, Berthold Auerbach, and others 

| have lacked a " purpose " when writing their admir- 

j able -novels; yet that "motive," that tendency, is 

indeed wanting in them which characterizes the 

works of realistic authors. Charles Dickens, who 

j may be termed the connecting link between these 

! two schools, — the novelist of the transition period, 

j — adds a distinct " motive " to the " purpose," when 

I he attacks the miserable school system of his time, 

| or the inhumanity with which the submerged classes 

are treated, or when he ridicules the hypocrisy of 

charitable institutions. Step by step we can thus 

trace the evolution of the " motive " in the progress 

of the realistic literature of our time. 

The latest contribution of this character in fiction, 
embodying a strong " motive," has been presented 
to the reading public through the Arena Publishing 
Company, of Boston, in their fifty-cent series of 
vigorous works by leading thinkers. The authors, 
Emil Blum, Ph. D., and Mr. Sigmund B. Alexander, 
have correctly called it an "Interrogation." They 
desire to call attention to one of the most serious 
problems of life ; they hurl an accusation at our 
modern civilization, against which a defence is not 
an easy task ; they cast a flash light upon society, 
and show the rotten foundation upon which it 
rests. 

Eight gentlemen, belonging to the cultured and 
well-to-do classes of society, and representing vari- 
ous walks of life, are assembled at a banquet. They 
are all graduates from the same college, in which 
they had been nick-named by their classmates the 
"Model Nine." Their friendship had existed dur- 
ing ten years, in which time each of them had won 
for himself a respected position in society. One is a 
successful physician ; another a famous lawyer ; the 
third stands at the head of a lucrative business con- 
cern ; the fourth is the chief of a banking-house, 
and known as a great philanthropist ; the fifth oc- 
cupies the pulpit of a fashionable church ; the sixth 
edits a newspaper of large circulation ; the seventh 
holds a professor's chair at the Alma Mater; the 
eighth is identified with the politics of hi6 State ; 
the ninth, the most promising of them,! had inherit- 
ed from his father an immense fortune, and had 
during these years travelled extensively. He had, 
therefore, never been present at auy of their annual 
reunions, but is expected to join them on this occa- 
sion. A belated train brirgs him to the city and in- 
to their company, at the moment when they are 
drinking the health and praising the noble qualities 
of the absentee. 

He is warmly greeted by his friends, who. how- 
ever, find that he has changed considerably. Though 



apparently the same genial and brilliant fellow 
whom they had known in times past, he seems to 
have become infected with the blackest kind of 
pessimism. He fiercely attacks the very civilization 
which they cherish so dearly. A controversy arises, 
which culminates in a peculiar wager. Rust, the 
pessimist, claims that our whole civilization is a 
huge "Lie;" that this "Lie" has permeated and 
poisoned society to such a degree that no one could 
speak the truth, even if he desired, for any length of 
time, without harming, if not destroying, his reputa- 
tion and busiuess prospect. This is emphatically 
denied by his friends, who, on their part, claim that 
for one week, at least, they would pledge themselves 
to adhere strictly to the truth. The wager provides, 
therefore, that if they adhere to the truth for one 
week, Ru6t must pay eight thousand dollars ; but if 
one of them breaks his word, he must pay one 
thousand dollars. The money is to go to some be- 
nevolent institution, which the winner shall desig- 
nate. It is further agreed that any member may 
withdraw his obligation on payment of one thousand 
dollars during the week, if he finds telling the truth 
too expensive. 

The result was as predicted by Rust. Disaster in 
some form overtook each of them. In the last chap- 
ter, Rust informs them that he had offered the 
wager, not to win their money, but to give them an 
object lesson. All the miseries from which society 
is suffering, says he, are the logical consequences of 
the prevailing untruthfulness. Instead of trying to 
remodel the world, and to better conditions by 
assailing consequences, they ought to attack the 
root of the evil, the " Lie." He proposes, therefore, 
the formation of a society of veritists— of men who 
will pledge themselves to 6peak the truth always, 
unmindful of possible consequences. It is his firm 
belief that, in the end, people will learn that they 
prosper much better with truth than with untruth, 
and that while for a short time tbey may be the 
losers, in the end they will win confidence and make 
up for the loss. 

The lightning which illumines the path of the 
wanderer on a stormy night, shows him the preci- 
pice into which he is about to fall ; thus " Who 
Lies ? " reveals the dangers with which our present 
civilization is fraught, and the root from which 
most of its evils grow. It suggests the only rem- 
edy : namely, to 6peak the truth and nothing but 
the truth, regardless of consequences. 

" Who Lies ? " will be found not only amusing 
and interesting, but the reader will admire it for its 
courage and fearlessness. It is deserving of a wide 
circle of readers. 



**BOOKS** 

F*OR 

Architects, Artists, A mateurs, Desig ners and Decorators. 

The following Books will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of price. Address, 
THE ART-TRADES PUBLISHING & PRINTING CO., - - - - 1 50 Nassau Street, New York. 



Nature in Ornament, by Lewis F. Day, . containing 
123 full-page plates and 192 illustrations in the text, 
showing examples of decorative treatment of motives 
from nature in all styles of decorative art. Illustrated 
by Egyptian temple sculptures. Assyrian Wall Decora- 
tion. Coptic embroidery. Chinese porcelain painting, 
Hindoo stone carving. Painted stuffs from Peru. Greek 
scroll ornament, sculptures and mosaic, Gothic Tracer- 
ies, Celtic interlacements. Heraldic ornament. Moham- 
medan wood carving. Rococo croll carving, Pompeian 
wall painting, Persian carpets, Tudor carvings, Italian 
bronzes, Japanese diapers, Sicilian silk patterns and 
modern designs in silks, cretonnes, wall-papers, carv- 
ings, etc. etc. 248 pages 12mo. Cloth. Gilt. Price, 
S5.00. 

Text Books of Ornamental Design. By Lewis F. 
Pay. No. 1, The Anatomy of Pattern, (35 full-page 
illustrations); No. 2, The Planning of Ornament (38 
full-page illustrations) ; No. 3, The Application of 
Ornament (42 f Jill-page illustrations;. Bound in cloth. 
In one volume. Price $4.50. 

Lessons in Decorative Design. By Frank G. Jack- 
son. Mr. Jack sen is the second master in the Birming- 
ham Municipal School of Art. This admirable work 



has been prepared to assist students in their early 
decorative attempts by showing them the constructive 
origin of ornamentation, and the profuse illustrations 
make clear the guiding principles and orderly methods 
that underlie true decoration of every kind. It is an 
admirable work. Price, $3.00. 

Das Mobel. By Messrs. E. Lamhert and A. Stahl, 
architects. This is an illustrated history of fashionable 
furniture of all countries in historical order. No such 
work has heretofore appeared. There are one hundred 
plates in black and colors, and the artistic merit of the 
book is without a parallel. Aside from its artistic and 
historical significance, the work has a practical pur- 
pose in supplying the lover of art, the cabinet maker 
and manufacturer original and well chosen specimens 
of the styles of the different periods, which they can 
use ss models for new cieations. Price, half bound in 
cloth. $12 00. 

Dietterlin, Wend el (Painter from Strassburg). The 
Book of Architecture. German Forms in Renais- 
sance Style based on the 5 Orders. ' A Series of Draw- 
ings for Architects, Cabinet Workers, Stone and Wood 
Sculptors, Locksmiths, Deeoratfve Painters. Gla«s 
Painters, etc. Second Autotype. Edition of th" Original 
of 1598. 210 Lithographed Plates. Folio. $40.00. 



American "Wild Flowers. This is a collection of 
20 plates of familiar American wild flowers, birds and 
butterflies, for artists, designers and manufacturers. 
The plates are photogravures reproduced from studies 
and compositions by H. Knenemann. The collection 
is enclosed in a handsome portfolio. Price $12.00. 
(See notice in January, 1891, issue. 

Le Nn da Salon for 1888, 1 889, 1890 and 1891, 
and Le Nu da Salon des Champs de Mars, for 
1889, 1890 and 1891. With descriptions by Armand 
Silvestre. These seven volumes are all that have been 
as yet published of this popular series of photographic 
illustrations of the nude pictures exhibited in the 
Salons referred to. Each volume contains some 32 
photographs of the famous pictures and statues, and 
each photograph is accompanied by several pages of 
descriptive letterpress in the French Price, each 
volume, $2.00. 

Ornamental Treasures. A collection of 85 colored 
Plates, illustratine the Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek, 
Roman, Pompeian, Chinese. Japanese, Indian, Persian. 
Arabian. Moresque. Turk'sh. CeHii, Byzantine. Middle 
Ages, Italian, Fr ench , and German Renaissance, and 
the Styles of the XVII and XVIII Centuries. 



